
ISOLATEDCOMBUSTIONSYSTEM(ICS):
ANEWRATING
In1989,theU.S.DepartmentofEnergy(DOE)adopteda
new,fairwaytoratefurnacesforAFUEefficiency.Isolated
CombustionSystem,orICS,istheindustrystandardthat
hasbeendesignedtoreflecttheheatingefficiencyofa
furnaceinstalledinahomesetting.

WHATDOESTHISRATINGMEAN?
TheAFUEratingshowstheheatingefficiencyofa
particularfurnace.Yourcontractorcandetermineyour
potentialcostsavingsforyourfuelcosts,annualusage
andefficiency.

TheAFUEratingprovidesyouwithoneconsistentnumber
forcomparison.Essentially,theICStestcompares“apples
toapples.”Thatis,allfurnacesaretestedequally.

ManufacturersdetermineAFUEratingsbytestingfurnaces
undersetconditionsforvariouslengthsoftime.The
conditionsweredeterminedbytheDOEtosimulatean
averagehomesetting.

Therefore,theICSratingisthebestwaytocompare
furnaceefficiencies,sinceallmanufacturersmustcomply
withthesametestingprocedures.

SOICANJUSTLOOKFORAFURNACE
WITHTHEHIGHESTAFUERATING,RIGHT?
Notexactly.Theheatingefficiencyratingisjustonefactor
toconsiderwhenlookingatnewfurnaces.Furnacesuse
electricitytorunfansandmotors.Theamountof
electricityusedvariesgreatly,dependingonthetypeof
furnace.Besuretocheckelectricalefficiencyusagebefore
makingapurchasedecision.

Otherimportantfactorstoconsiderinclude:

◆Howlongyouplantoliveinyourhouse

◆Specialcomfortneeds

◆Fuelavailability

◆Fuelcost

◆Geographicareaandclimate

Allthesefactors,plusyourlifestyleandfamilyneeds,add
uptoshowyouwhichsystemisbestforyou.Letyour
Lennoxdealershowyouthebestfurnaceforyourhome.
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We’reGladYouAsked!

Whatarefurnaceratings?

FurnacesareratedbytheAnnualFuelUtilizationEfficiencyratio(AFUE),whichisthepercentofheatproducedforevery
dollaroffuelconsumed.Likethemilespergallononyourcar,thehighertheAFUErating,theloweryourfuelcosts.All
furnacesmanufacturedmustmeetatleast78%AFUE.Ifyourfurnaceis10to15yearsold,itprobablyfallswellbelowthe
currentfurnaceminimumandwastesenergy.


