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ShouldIbeconcernedaboutnewenergy-efficiencystandards?

InAprilof2004,theU.S.DepartmentofEnergy(DOE)set
a13SEER(SeasonalEnergyEfficiencyRatio)standardfor
residentialairconditionersanda13SEER/7.7HSPF(Heating
SeasonPerformanceFactor)standardforresidentialheat
pumpsundertheNationalApplianceEnergyConservation
Act(NAECA).Thisrepresentsasignificantincreaseinenergy
efficiencycomparedtothecurrentminimumstandards.The
newstandardwillnottakeeffectuntilJanuary23,2006.

THENEWSTANDARDS
UndertheprovisionssetforthbyNAECA,residentialsplit-
systemairconditioners,heatpumpsandpackagedunits,
sizeduptofivetons,mustachieveefficiencylevelsofatleast
13SEERalongwith7.7HSPFwhenapplicable.However,this
federalmandateappliesonlytonewsystemsmanufactured
afterJanuary23,2006,solower-efficiencyequipmentwillstill
beavailableinthenearterm.

IMPORTANTCONSIDERATIONS
Toachievehigherefficiencylevels,newcoolingsystems
maybelargerinsize,requiringgreatersurfaceareafor
heattransfer.

Also,toachieveNAECAcompliantefficiency,theoutdoor
unitmustbeinstalledwiththeproperindoorcoil.The
appropriatelymatchedindoorcoilcanbeeasilyidentified
througharatingregisteredwiththeAirConditioningand
RefrigerationInstitute.
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MEETINGTHECHALLENGEOFCHANGE
BuilderConcern LennoxAnswer
Higher-efficiencyHVAC
equipmentaddstothecost
ofnewhomeconstruction.

Giventhatheatingandcoolingcoststheaverage
homeownerabout$600ayear(nearlyhalfofthe
home’stotalenergybill)*,morehomebuyersare
beginningtoseethevalueofenergyefficiency.Infact,
homebuyersrespondingtoarecentsurveylisted
efficiencyastheirtopconsiderationwhenchoosing
upgradesfornewhomes.**

Myhomebuyercustomers
haven’tindicatedthatthey’re
interestedinahigher-
efficiencyHVACsystem.

Yourhomebuyercustomersmaynotbeawareofthe
optionsavailabletothem.Bygivingbuyersmore
informationandoptions,youcanhelpthemmakebetter
purchasedecisionsandensuretheirsatisfactionover
thelongterm.Improvedsatisfactionmeansincreased
referralsandprofitability.

Ihaven’tspecified13SEER
unitsformycurrent
developments.

TheNAECAmandateappliesonlytomanufacturers
ofHVACequipment.Youcancontinuetopurchase
equipmentbelow13SEER,aslongasunitsare
availableininventory.

SincetheNAECAstandardis
relativelynew,Iassumemy
HVACequipmentoptionsare
fairlylimited.

Whilethenewstandarddoesn’ttakeeffectuntil2006,
Lennoxisonestepaheadwithacomprehensivelineup
ofhigh-efficiencycoolingsystems,froma20.5SEER
airconditionerto13SEERvalueofferings.

*Source:U.S.EPAENERGYSTAR®website(www.energystar.gov),2005
**Source:ProfessionalBuilder,November2003,“TheStateofGreenBuilding,”p.104

Mostoftheindustrywillbeincompliance
withNAECASEERrequirementsby2006,
soefficiencyalonewillnotbeenoughto
achieveacompetitiveedge.Youwillhave
toexpandyourfocustowhole-home
comfortandaddressotherkeycues.
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Lennoxhomecomfortsystemsdeliveron
everyconsumercue.Andtheygobeyond
basicexpectationstogiveyoua
significantcompetitiveadvantage.

OPPORTUNITIESFORCOMPETITIVE
ADVANTAGE

InresponsetothenewNAECAstandard,we’vedeveloped
anew,industry-leadingcoolingplatform,includingthe
industry’sfirst20+SEERairconditioner.Tohelpyou
differentiateyourselfinthecompetitivemarketplace,we’ve
designedourhigh-efficiencyproductstodeliveronevery
importanthomebuyercue,fromconsistenttemperatures
andbalancedhumiditytoimprovedindoorairquality.

ForhelpnavigatingthenewNAECA
standards,contactyourterritorymanager.
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